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Illustration, Narration and Reader’s Response: Li Yu’s

Adaptation from 7an Chuyu to Bimuyu

Shih-pe Wang"

Abstract

The main issue of this paper is to ask why and how Li Yu adapted his short story Tan
Chuyu to his chungi play Bimuyu. Firstly, it will analyze from two sets of “illustrations”, one
is for the story and the other for the play. From the differences of two illustrated styles and
contents, the author’s strategy in writing one story by two genres could be traced out.
Secondly, the transformation from story-telling to role-playing shows that through revising
time, place, plots, characters and conventions, the dramatic performance which is full of
songs, dialogues, and actions could be built in the inner text and on the outer stage. Finally, it
will display the words of some contemporary critics to interpret the underlying readers’

responses, the author’s intention, and the significance of this work of adaptation.

Keywords: Li Yu, Liancheng bi (Priceless Jade), Bimuyu (The Paired Fish),

illustration, narration, adaptation
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