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The Ci-poet and the Beauty: The Ci-poet’Inscriptions
on the Beauty Painting in Song, Yuan, and Ming

Dynasties

Ming-Chu Zhou®

Abstract

Since the Song Dynasty to the Ming the total number of the poets who had written Ci
lyrics on painting reaches 273, and the lyrics up to 789. Most of these Ci lyrics centered on
figure painting, and the lyrics on the beauty painting account for the most, up to 159. Based
on the contents of these Ci lyrics on the beauty painting the changes of Ci poets' taste can be
chased. These Ci lyrics on painting concentrated mostly on the beauties’ free and elegant life,
especially the beauty in the palace, the beauty famous in the history, and the beauty widely
described in the opera and novel, even formed specialized word groups. The Ci-poetess’lyrics
on Chen susu’s photos in the late Ming and early Qing Dynasty is deserved to be studied.
Although the total number of Ci lyrics on beauty painting is large, the pieces of lyrics
preserved along with the painting is rare. Then it is unlikely to study these Ci lyrics

combining with the painting.

Keywords: Ci lyric on painting, beauty painting, Ci-poet, inscription
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