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The Research Approach on Japanese Literati
Paintings and the Poems for the Paintings after War

Two (1949-2009)

Pei-Yi Chin®
Abstract

This paper collected the papers about Japanese literati paintings and the poems for the
paintings in Japan to explain that there are nine stages and three divides of the research
approach of them. There are three essential topic about the research approach on Japanese
literati paintings and the poems for the paintings after War Two: What is “literati”? What are
literati paintings? What is the possibility of researching the literati paintings? In 21th
century > the definition of literati in modern Japanese art is the ultimate concern of human
being. The literati paintings are verve belongs to mind, therefore they are humanistic. The
skill and interest belong to sense organ can be viewed by eyes and brain, but the verve
belongs to mind should be viewed by intuition. These two different approaches are not only
the difference of appreciation but also of researching on the literati painting. The viewing and
researching on the literati paintings may not only bring the poetry into the painting but also
connect the poetic viewpoint to get a transcendental approach of viewing and to make the

rhythmical of life.

Keywords: literati paintings, the poems for the paintings, verve, poetry, view
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