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Yan Song, Wang Shi-zhen, and The Plum in the

Golden Vase™

Yasushi Oki++

Abstract

We have little information about the author of The Plum in the Golden Vase (Jin Ping
Mei). We know only his pen name, Lanling Xiaoxiaosheng. However, during the Qing period
many people believed that The Plum in the Golden Vase was written by Wang Shi-zhen, an
eminent man of letters who lived during the late Ming, and was intended to criticize Yan
Song, a powerful prime minister during the Jiajing era and his son, Yan Shi-fan.

In this paper 1 will examine both the materials that suggest Wang Shi-zhen was the
author of The Plum in the Golden Vase and the background of this story’s production.

Yan Song was an enemy of Wang Shi-zhen’s father and it was well known that Wang
Shi-zhen and Yan Song disliked each other. On the other hand, because The Plum in the
Golden Vase was thought to have been written as a critique of Yan Song, it was quite natural
that people would believe that Wang wrote this novel.

I will also examine the similarity between the descriptions of objects in The Plum in the

Golden Vase and those found in the list of Yan Song’s confiscated items when he lost power.
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