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A Study on the Diseases Bi (JE) and Lun (&) in the Tianhui

Medicine Bamboo Manuscripts
Kao Wan-Yu"

Abstract

This research utilizes the Tianhui Medicine Bamboo Manuscripts as its primary material
to investigate two specific diseases: Bi (J&) and Lun (&). By coordinating textual analysis and
pharmacotherapy with a comparative study of unearthed documents and transmitted medical
classics, this paper clarifies the semantic definitions of these terms and the etymological
rationale underlying the naming of Lun.

A comprehensive survey of medical and non-medical literature reveals that during the
Warring States, Qin, and Han periods, Bi (JE) and Yang (%) (sores/ulcers) were synonymous,
functioning as a generic term for skin diseases. By the Eastern Han dynasty, the meaning of Bi
narrowed to specifically denote "head sores" (touyang). While the official editorial group
glosses Bi as Jia (Jiii) (scab/crust), this study contends that due to the polysemous nature of Jia,
it should be explicitly defined in the sense of "sores and ulcers" (J&¥5). Furthermore, this paper
addresses the long-standing ambiguity of Lubi (88JE) in the Wushier Bingfang (Prescriptions
for Fifty-two Diseases), asserting that it refers to sores occurring on the proximal end of the
tibia. This nomenclature is "morphologically motivated" (DA, d1i44), reflecting the protruding
and exposed (Lu F%) anatomical appearance of the site.

The study further demonstrates that @& (Lun), f%, and ¥ are graphic variants of the
same lexeme. By cross-referencing descriptions of diseases such as Yin (), Li Cfg), Wo (X),
and Daixia (% T) (vaginal discharge) and their associated color descriptors in medical
literature, the evidence confirms that Lun denotes abnormal vaginal discharge. The naming of
Lun is also morphologically based, characterizing the thread-like or linear appearance of the
discharge.

Keywords: Traditional Medicine, Laoguanshan Han Dynasty Tombs, Liushi Bingfang

(Prescriptions for Sixty Diseases), Disease Nomenclature, Naming Rationale

* Professor, Department of Chinese, National Kaohsiung Normal University.
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